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discovered daughter.1   The members of his own household
seemed to have a very poor opinion of her, and at Court he
had overheard people whispering that she was not quite
right in the head.   His son Kobai told him, of course,
about Genji's questions, and To no Chujo laughed saying:
'-I can quite understand his interest in the matter.   A year
or two ago he himself took over a daughter whom he had
by some peasant woman or other, and now makes an absurd
fuss over her.   It is very odd : Genji says nothing but nice
things about every one else.   But about me and every one
connected with me he is careful to be as disagreeable as
possible.   But I suppose I ought to regard it as a sort of
distinction even to be run down by him/   ' Father, if you
mean the girl who lives in the Western Wing/ said Kobai,
' I can assure you she is the most beautiful creature you can
possibly imagine.   Prince Sochi and many of the others
have completely lost their hearts to her. . . .   Indeed,
every one agrees that she is probably one of the hand-
somest women at Court/   ( You surely do not yourself
believe such stories ?' said To no Chujo.   ' The same thing
is always said about the daughters of men in such a position
as Genji's; and so oddly is the world made that those who
spread such reports really believe in them.   I do not for a
moment suppose she is anything out of the ordinary.   Now
that Genji is Grand Minister, faced by an opposition that
has dwindled to a mere speck and esteemed as few Ministers
before, I fancy the one flaw in his happiness must be the
lack of a daughter to lavish his care upon and bring up to
be the envy and admiration of the whole Court.   I can well
imagine what a delight the education of such a child would
be to him.   But in this matter fate seems to be against him.
Of course, there is the little girl who was born at AkashL
Unfortunately her mother's parents are quite humble people

1 The rustic creature unearthed by KObai in his search for Tamakatsura.